
Dear Neighbours,

I hope you enjoy reading this summer newsletter.  It provides 
updates on what is happening at City Hall and within Etobicoke.  
While I endeavour to write about as many items as possible, I 
inevitably may miss a few.  Please register to receive my monthly 
e-News at www.petermilczyn.com to catch up on what’s 
happening in Etobicoke, dates of community meetings and 
information on local and City events on a monthly basis.  

As you may already be aware, Planning Department Staffs 
are very busy with processing various Ward 5 development 
applications.  In May and June alone I am participating in local 
community meetings regarding:

•  Condominium at 21 Old Mill Road (approved March 2008; site    	
   plan approval going to City Council this Fall)
•  Retirement Residence at 2800 Bloor Street West (revised 	
   submission will be Reported to Community Council this fall)
•  New Provincial Courthouse on the Westwood Theatre Lands 	
   (first public meeting in Planning process being held on June   	
   (22/09)
•  Condominium/Apartment proposal at 1040 Islington at 		
   Norseman (first neighbourhood meeting in Planning process        	
   being held on June 25/09)
•  Redevelopment proposal for Stonegate Plaza (conceptual plans 	
   presented to neighbourhood on June 2/09 – formal Application 	
   to City pending)

Please call me if you would like more information on any of these 
or other projects in the Ward.  Comprehensive information and/or 
Staff Reports can be mailed or emailed to you.

My best wishes to you this summer. Please don’t forget to watch 
out for the increased number of children playing or walking within 
our neighbourhoods. We all have to remember to drive with extra 
care and caution, and slow down in residential neighbourhoods. 
We can never be too careful.  

If you have questions about any of the articles I have written 
about, please call my office.  I am happy to meet with you or 
phone you this summer to discuss any City matter.

Enjoy your summer and have a Happy Canada Day!

Telephone :  416-392-4040   |   Facsimile :  416-392-4127
Em ail :  councillor_milczyn@toronto.ca
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ETOBICOKE & CITY NEWS
TORONTO TRANSIT COMMISSION 
NEWS Testing of a New Smart Card 
System Underway
The TTC currently maintains the same fare 
system and structure that they have had 
for decades.  Namely tickets, tokens, cash 
fares, and passes with the use of paper 
transfers and a flat-fare payment.  Most 
major transit systems around the world 
have moved towards other fare systems 
decades ago and continue to evolve at a 
much faster pace than the TTC.  

The Province of Ontario with GO Transit, 
Metrolinx, and other GTA Transit operators 
has begun testing a new Presto Card 
“Smart” card system. 

In the coming years the TTC will have 
to make a decision about what kind of 
a new fare system is best to adopt for 
Torontonians. This will include a decision 
about technology & hardware as well as 
possibly fare structure. While the Presto 
Card System will provide a re-loadable 
“value” card, it will not address issues like 
having to pay two fares when travelling 
between two systems. 

As one of your TTC Commissioners, I will 
be researching and discussing with other 
Commissioners and TTC Staff whether (in 
the future) TTC fares should be distance 
based, zone based, or time based.  Is 
it right that someone travelling a short 
distance from Etobicoke to Mississauga 
has to pay twice as much in fares than 
when they take a trip twice as long to 
Scarborough?  Should one fare give you 
the ability to ride the TTC for two hours, 
make stops on the way and get back 
home? While this debate is likely a few 
years away, I would appreciate hearing 
your thoughts on this.  

Different cities have adopted different 
approaches.  The purpose would be to 
generate roughly the same revenues but 
in a different way. 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE DEBATE 
BIKE LANES in ETOBICOKE
On June 3rd, the Public Works and 
Infrastructure Standing Committee 
approved Staff’s recommendation to 
create 24.1km of new bike lanes across 
the city.  This Report / Decision will go 
to City Council on July 6th and 7th. Two 
of the proposed projects are located in   
Ward 5.  

•	 Bike lanes along Bloor Street from 		
	 Kipling Ave. to Mill Rd. 
•	 Bike lanes on The West Mall from the 		
	 Queensway to Bloor St. 

Bloor Bike Lane Plan: 
The City’s Cycling Plan calls for bike 
lanes along Bloor Street in Etobicoke and 
continuing east to the Danforth. One of the 
first phases of this plan is to paint/install 
bike lanes on Bloor St. West from Mill Rd. 
to Aukland Ave.  There will be no changes 
to the physical dimensions of the road.  
By restriping the lanes on Bloor St., the 
design allows for one dedicated traffic lane 
in each direction, plus a continuous centre 
turn lane, and a 1.5m (5 ft.) bike lane in 
each direction adjacent to the curb. Bloor 
St. between The East Mall and The West 
Mall will continue to have two through 
lanes of traffic in each direction as well as 
the left turn lanes.

This change allows for traffic to continue 
to flow freely on Bloor St; creates a safe 
cycling route east-west to Kipling subway 
station; allows for left turns to be made 
easily; and will ensure (when the future 
reconnection of Bloor St. across Kipling 
Ave. is completed), that westerly traffic is 
directed to Dundas St.

It’s important to take into consideration 
the comparison of traffic volumes on Bloor 
St. vs. Royal York Rd. Bloor St. (Kipling 
to The East Mall) has volumes ranging 
from 15,000-20,000 cars per day.  Royal 
York Rd., (The Queensway to Usher 
Ave.) volumes range from 17,000-
20,000 cars per day.  Both streets have 
virtually identical volumes.  Royal York 
functions well with two lanes & bike lanes.  
Bloor St.’s additional continuous centre 
left turn lane will provide for enhanced 
flow of traffic. This plan is part of the 
holistic vision I have to make Etobicoke 
more pedestrian and cycling friendly and 
benefit the entire community; to eliminate 
Mississauga bus traffic on Bloor and 
Burnhamthorpe; to reduce speeding; and 
ensure traffic flows and redirects westerly 
traffic towards Dundas St. West/427.

The West Mall Bike Lanes: At Public 
Works Committee on June 3rd, I spoke 
to the committee and requested that 
they consider deferral of this plan 
until such time that the environmental 
assessment (EA) has been completed for 
the extension of North Queen St. to the 
West Mall.  My motion to defer decision 
was supported.  I believe the City has 
to wisely coordinate any proposal for 
dedicated bike lanes on The West Mall 
with the extension of North Queen St., and 
take into consideration any extra traffic 
flow if the two streets were to meet.  The 
number of large transport trucks that use 
this stretch of The West Mall is also a key 
concern to me.

I would like to hear from you.  Please 
contact me before Council on July 6/7th.  
If you wish to have comments included 
on Council’s agenda, call my office for 
instructions.  For more information on the 
City’s Bike Plan: www.toronto.ca/cycling/
bikeplan/index

CITY COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
New Bylaw on Green Roofs in Toronto 
Approved                                                             
On May 26th, 2009 Toronto became the 
first City in North America to adopt a bylaw 
to require and govern the construction of 
green roofs on new development.  The 
bylaw will apply to all new building permit 
applications made after January 31, 2010 
(residential, commercial & institutional) 
and January 31, 2011 for all new industrial 
development.

The new bylaw will be required on all 
new development above 2,000m² of 
Gross Floor Area and have a graduated 
coverage requirement ranging from 20-
60%. For an overview of the bylaw, log on 
to: www.toronto.ca/greenroofs/overview 
or call my office and I will mail you a 
package.

City of Toronto’s Accountability 
Officers
Council adopted a consolidated policy 
framework for Toronto’s four accountability 
officers (Auditor General, Integrity 
Commissioner, Lobbyist Registrar and 
Ombudsman). For more information 
on these new offices, please go to the 
WEBLINKS page of my website or call my 
office.
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ETOBICOKE & CITY NEWS
Appointees to Build Toronto & Invest 
Toronto
Council confirmed the appointment of 
boards of directors for Build Toronto 
and Invest Toronto. Invest Toronto has a 
mandate to engage with the private sector 
to promote Toronto as an investment 
opportunity. Build Toronto’s mandate is 
to work with private and public sector 
partners to unlock the value of underused 
City real estate.  The links to their 
websites are on my WEBLINKS page at 
www.petermilczyn.com

Federal Gas Tax Agreement
Council ratified an extension of the original 
agreement that transfers a portion of 
federal gasoline tax revenues to the City 
of Toronto. The extension covers the 
period 2010 to 2014. Toronto is expected 
to receive about $619 million in federal 
funding to support its capital planning for 
public transit.

WESTWOOD LANDS – EXCITING
NEWS FOR ETOBICOKE
New Provincial Courthouse, YMCA, 
Community Parks and Greenspace
The redevelopment of this vacant sixteen 
acre site continues to be a focus of the 
City, and is the result of a long-time vision 
to achieve a vibrant new urban area in 
Etobicoke, with community benefits & 
amenities, and new open greenspace.  

Negotiations with the Provincial 
Government are well underway, for 
their purchase of a four acre parcel of 
these lands, to locate a new Provincial 
Courthouse (on the south-east quadrant 
of the property). On May 12, 2009 the 
Province filed a re-zoning application to 
permit the courthouse.  The current zoning 
allows for mixed-use (office, residential, 
retail uses) at a density of up to 3.0 times.  
The proposal is for less than the maximum 
density allowed. 

Public consultation on this proposal 
will take place in September.  If 
approved, construction could begin in 
2011.

Concurrently, the City is negotiating the 
sale of a two acre parcel to the YMCA 
in the south-west quadrant of the site. 
Additionally, planning will begin soon on 
the first of the new community parks to 
be located in the area. This park will be 
adjacent to the proposed new YMCA. 
Construction could begin in 2011.

The Toronto Parking Authority (the City’s 
parking agency) has begun planning 
the development of an approx. 500 spot 
underground parking garage to serve the 
Courthouse and other development in the 
area.  The City’s parking facilities operate 
on a for profit basis. Construction has also 
begun on the new east entrance to Kipling 
Subway, and should be completed by 
Spring 2010.

I am very excited to see the plans for 
the Courthouse, the YMCA and for new 
community parks come together to 
compliment the existing Police Station 
to the east of the site, and service the 
entire community. The first phase of 
the reconfiguration of the Six Points 
Interchange, to provide better vehicular 
and pedestrian access to the area, while 
improving and greening the streetscape, 
will likely coincide with the construction of 
the proposed courthouse.

GREENFIELD PARK IMPROVEMENTS
On May 20, 2009, I hosted a Community 
Open House at the Etobicoke Civic Centre 
to view the final concept plans for the 
Greenfield Park Playground Equipment 
enhancements.  Those residents in 
attendance were very happy with the 
concept plan and staff will be sending this 
out to tender.  It is anticipated that this 
project will commence early fall.

NUVO PARK – PUBLIC PARK AT
TRIDEL CONDOMINIUMS / VIKING
LANE
The City’s Parks Department and my 
office are staying in touch with the 
landscape architect, Sybille von Knoblock 
at NAK Design, who is currently preparing 
construction drawings for this new park.  
It is anticipated that construction of this 
park will begin this year.  A full timeline 
for commencement and completion of the 
park should be available in the coming 
weeks.  If you are interested in getting 
more information on Nuvo Park, please 
contact my office.

QUEENSWAY FIELDHOUSE
IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE –
QUEENSWAY PARK
The work on this local improvement 
project is continuing.  I have been 
advised that the contractor is currently 
doing ‘siteworks’, on the foundation and 
underground piping. They have discovered 
unexpected sub-surface conditions, 
including additional pipes that were not 

previously noted to be in the vicinity of 
the building, and which were not available 
for previous ‘utility locates’ done prior to 
construction. This is not a serious issue, 
but may set back the completion schedule 
slightly. The contractor will review ways to 
make up this lost time. Staff’s intention is 
to get the landscaping installed in time for 
it to take root before the winter season.
 
The construction of foundation walls 
should commence in June. The building 
walls are anticipated to be erected in 
mid-July, and roof structure completed in 
mid-August.  For more information, please 
contact my office.

THE EAST MALL TENNIS COURTS
BEING IMPROVED
The contract for this work has been 
awarded. The refurbishing of the East Mall 
Tennis Courts is now scheduled to begin in 
late summer or early fall.  In the meantime, 
nets have been installed on the court so 
that residents can still utilize them.  I hope 
that when the project is completed that the 
improved court surfaces and surrounding 
area will be welcomed by all.

SOUTH ETOBICOKE SHERWAY
GARDENTRAIL IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT
I am happy to announce that the TRCA 
and the City of Toronto plan to initiate 
construction of approximately 700 meters 
of new trails in Etobicoke in 2010. The 
Etobicoke Creek Trail will be build along a 
section of Etobicoke Creek Valley from just 
north of Lake Shore Boulevard to Sherway  
Drive. 

An interpretative Kiosk is planned to be 
built along the heritage bridge on Sherway 
drive connecting the City of Toronto 
and City of Mississauga trails. A variety 
of habitat restoration projects are also 
planned in the Etobicoke Valley along with 
the trail construction. A public open house 
and public walk is being planned for the 
Fall of 2009.

Please sign up to receive my 
monthly e-News where Ward events, 
meetings and City Open Houses are 
advertised:

www.petermilczyn.com
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WARD GROUPS & ASSOCIATIONS		  CONTACT 
										        
Islington Residents Ratepayers Association (IRRA)   		  Mr. Terry Reardon, Board Secretary @ 416-231-6803
Kingsway Park Ratepayers Inc. (KPRI)			   marycampbell@sympatico.ca   or   kpri@kpri.ca
West Kingsway Ratepayers Association (WKRA)			   thewkra@yahoo.com   or   416-239-9668
Thompson Orchard Community Association (TOCA)		  bkinahan@aol.com   or   416-239-3231
The Kingsway BIA 					     kingswaybia@thekingswaytoronto.ca  or  416-239-8243

YOUR GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES
Provincial Member - Laurel Broten, M.P.P.	 www.laurelbroten.onmpp.ca   	 416-259-2249
Federal Member - Michael Ignatieff, M.P. 	 www.michaelignatieffmp.ca     	 416-251-5510  	
Bruce Davis, TDSB Trustee	 bruce.davis@tdsb.on.ca    	 416-393-1972  
Ann Andrachuk, TCDSB Trustee                              	 ann.andrachuk@tcdsb.org     	 416-512-3402 

 WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS SUMMER IN TORONTO
  Dates to Mark on Your Calender

June 23 – October 6, 2009 Farmers Markets across Toronto 
Visit the Stonegate’s Farmers Market in Etobicoke. The grand opening of the weekly Stonegate Farmers’ Market will take place on 
Tuesday, June 23rd. Mark your calendars and join us for these weekly entertaining, and nourishing events. This market is a great place 
to shop for fresh, Ontario grown food and meet your neighbours! Featuring local conventional and organic produce, naturally raised 
meats, honey, artisan breads and more, the market runs each Tuesday from 4p.m. to 7p.m.
Wednesday, July 1, 2009 is CANADA DAY 
Join the Rotary Club’s annual Ribfest in Etobicoke. Toronto Ribfest, the largest Canada Day celebration, and is held at Centennial Park 
in Etobicoke. Now in its 9th year, this popular event put on by the Rotary Club of Etobicoke attracts well over 100,000 visitors who come 
to enjoy live music, succulent ribs and the beer tents. Children are delighted with candy floss, carnival rides, the climbing wall and pony 
rides. On Canada Day, a lively fireworks display celebrates Canada’s birthday at dusk.  City celebrations are at Mel Lastman Square at 8 
p.m. For more information please email www.rotaryetobicoke.org or call my office.
July 3 - 19, 2009  SUMMERLICIOUS  
Prix Fixe restaurant promotion across Toronto. Each participating restaurant will offer a special 3 course prix fixe menu where patrons 
can sample the establishment’s delicious fare. Call my office for more information.
July 12 - August 23, 2009 SUNDAY SERENADES 
Each Sunday at Mel Lastman Square at 7:30 p.m.  Featuring the very best in swing, big band and jazz acts to compliment Toronto’s 
warm summer evenings.
July 15 - August 26, 2009 FRESH WEDNESDAYS
Each Wednesday at Nathan Phillips Square from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Fresh Wednesdays features free, live noon-hour concerts to 
complement shopping at Nathan Phillips Square’s annual Farmers’ Market. Savour fresh fruits and vegetables at their peak of perfection 
while listening to the great Canadian music.
July 16 - August 27, 2009 TASTY THURSDAYS                                                                   
Nathan Phillips Square from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. A combination of live music and food hot off the grill makes for the perfect summer lunch 
hour escape.  

For more information on any of these Toronto events, please email me or call my office at 416-392-4040.

The City events website is at www.toronto.ca/events   

For search for information about what’s happening in our neighbourhoods  
www.foundlocally.com/etobicoke/Entertainment/Festivals 


