TORONTO IN THE WINTER...
What’s happening in Etobicoke and Downtown?

Cavalcade of Lights - The holiday season kicked off on November 29 with the opening of the Cavalcade of Lights at Nathan Phillips Square. This festival continues every Saturday night until December 20. Other seasonal events include the lighting of the official Menorah, Christmas tree, a star-studded holiday concert and spectacular fireworks. Each Saturday night enjoy a free outdoor concert and fireworks production and skate on Nathan Phillips Square's famous ice rink to music by popular Toronto DJ's. 

All Ages! All Free! Nathan Phillips Square is wheelchair and scooter accessible.

In Etobicoke-Lakeshore, Ward 5 we have our own Cavalcade of Lights neighbourhood displays.  Please take the time to go to the Kingsway BIA area (Bloor, Street West, between Prince Edward Drive and Montgomery Road).  This vibrant district of Ward 5 boasts over 200 shops and services. 
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In addition to the Kingsway BIA lighting display, the Village of Islington BIA is celebrating its 5th Annual Community Tree Lighting on December 5th (on Dundas Street at Burnhamthorpe Road). Please take the time to visit this wonderful area of Ward 5 as well.

WinterCity Festival and Winterlicious -  A 14-day celebration of culture, creativity and cuisine, heats up the Square, restaurants and attractions throughout the city from January 30 to February 12.  The award-winning WinterCity Festival returns for its 6th year. The WinterCity Festival wouldn't be complete without Toronto's favourite winter gastronomic celebration, Winterlicious.  For more information, www.toronto.ca/special_events  or call my office.

Skiing and Snowboarding -  Have you visited Centennial Ski and Snowboard Centre located at 256 Centennial Park Road (one block west of the corner Renforth Drive and Rathburn Road)?  Centennial Park features day & night skiing, with a T-bar and Magic Carpet. Snowboard and downhill ski rentals, snow school, hi-tech snowmaking and a snack bar complete your experience for the whole family!   They are open Monday-Friday: 10 a.m. - 9:30 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. and Sunday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.  For more information, please call: 416-394-8753, or for snow conditions / information call 416-33(TO SKI).

Public Skating in Toronto

The City of Toronto provides outdoor skating opportunities, through its Parks, Forestry and Recreation Division, at 49 artificial ice rinks across the city.  While a few of the City’s outdoor artificial ice rinks open early, most operate on a 12-week schedule, from December 6, 2008 to March 1, 2009. For information on the public rinks in Ward 5 or a rink near you, please call or email my office.

This season, weather permitting, 14 of the rinks will offer an extended program, until March 15, 2009.  For outdoor artificial ice rink locations and operating dates, members of the public can call, 416-338-RINK (7465) or visit www.toronto.ca/parks.  
Some of the rinks with extended programs in the Etobicoke area:  
West Mall @ Burnhamthorpe, Rennie Park Rink and Sir Adam Beck rink.

Skating opportunities for the 2009 March Break, which falls in the latter half of March this year, are available at indoor arenas across the city. For more information about March Break programming, and instructional skating programs offered by Parks, Forestry and Recreation, residents can pick-up a Toronto FUN Guide at their local community centre or visit www.toronto.ca/parks/torontofun/index.htm.
Weather permitting, the skating rink at Nathan Philips Square is usually open daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Skate rentals and indoor change rooms are available to visitors.
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The three solid arches that stretch over the ice rink are officially named the "Freedom Arches" to signify the belief that "only in freedom can the Human Spirit soar". Rink Hotline: 416-338-RINK (7465). Please note that all children under age 6 require a CSA approved helmet before going on the ice. 

New Years Eve in Nathan Philips Square – FREE!
Cap the season off in style with an open-air concert featuring some of Canada’s hottest musical talent. A grand finale for an amazing month of holiday celebrations. If you can't make it down in person, watch the live broadcast beginning at 10:30 pm on Citytv and CP24.

Citytv's New Year's Eve Bash,  Wednesday, December 31, 2008,  10:30 pm - midnight
Nathan Phillips Square, Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen Street West.


